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Overview of Assignment and Rubric

The purpose of this assignment is to help you identify and analyze how visual rhetoric
functions in everyday communication. Analyzing and articulating the persuasive
functions of everyday objects will help you understand how communication functions
across all types of industries — from advertising and marketing color schemes to the
layout of business reports to a small conference room set up.

For this assignment, you are going to conduct a visual rhetorical analysis of an
everyday object. We will learn how to do this in class, but you should start thinking now
about what you want to analyze.

In communication studies, we call a designated piece of visual communication an
"artifact." An artifact can be almost anything: it can be a 3-dimensional object or a digital
or print piece of communication.

For this assignment, | want you to choose a 3-dimensional, “everyday” artifact that has
some sort of meaning to you. Choose something you use regularly and consider a semi-
essential artifact in your life.

Once you've identified your artifact, you'll conduct an analysis using the 6-step process
below. You'll then present your findings in a 3-5 minute oral presentation to your peers.

6-Step Process

1. Choose an everyday artifact

2. Research the artifact’s history, context, and usages — gather as much information
as you can

3. Describe the artifact's elements and parts by separating it into components

4. Evaluate the rhetorical devices and elements of persuasion employed by the

artifact

Explain how the artifact’s visual rhetoric impacts its audience/users

Make an oral argument about the purpose or impact of the artifact based on your

analysis
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Rubric

Visual Rhetorical Analysis
Criteria Ratings Pts
Analysis 2 pts 0 pts
The artifact's elements and parts are separated out and described with sufficient detail. Full Ma 9 ots
Marks | Marks u
Analysis 2 pts 0 pts
The artifact's context is explained and used to situate and understand the artifact itself. Full Mo 9 ote
Marks | Marks u
Rhetorical Devices 2 pts 0 pts
The author explores the rhetorical devices in the visual - analyzing and giving examples for logos, Full Ma 9 ot
ethos, and pathos plus any other devices. Marks harks =
Design Principles 2 pts 0 pts
The author explores the design principles used in the artifact; design principles come from research Full Mo 9 ot
and/or class readings/lectures; Examples are given. Marks Marks pis
Argument and Meaning 2 pts 0 pts
The author explains how the pieces are related to one another and makes an argument about the Full Ma 9 ots
artifact's purpose and impact. Marks Marks P

Total Points: 10
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